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Sleep Out Saturday 2020 is One for the Record Books 
Participant sleeps outside until exceeding goal of $10,000 in donations to help homeless families 

 
Glen Ellyn, IL –November 12, 2020 – The 17th edition of Bridge Communities’ 
Sleep Out Saturday is one for the record books! So far, the event has raised 
more than $85,000 to help homeless families, thanks to 66 groups and 
families participating and fundraising from across the state. 
 
Our top fundraiser this year was Margo Matthew, Bridge Communities’ 
Manager of Government and Community Relations, who has slept out every 
year since the event began. This year, Glen Ellyn resident Matthew set a fundraising goal of $10,000, and 
slept out in her car until the goal was met. She raised an incredible $11,500 from 116 donations in just 48 
hours of fundraising.  
 
“We are all looking to learn more, care more and do more for others during this time of uncertainty—and 
Sleep Out Saturday is a great event to give back,” says Matthew. “Sleeping out is a reminder of what I have 
and why I care so deeply for the families we serve at Bridge Communities “ 
 
This year, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Sleep Out Saturday was updated to include additional safety 
practices. Bridge Communities offered complete Sleep Out Saturday toolkits with advice for both small group 
and remote Sleep Outs, featuring socially distanced activities, movies and more, to make the experience 
memorable and life-changing. The toolkit also included guidance to help participants fundraise, and a virtual 
presentation was held at 8 PM on November 7, so all groups participating could experience the event 
“remotely together.”   
 
Proceeds from the event benefit the 100+ families served annually by Bridge Communities, and provide 
transitional housing, life-skills mentoring, financial counseling, employment training, tutoring, children’s 
services and more, all to recover from the traumas of homelessness.  
 
You can still donate to support Sleep Out Saturday and make a difference for families experiencing 
homelessness! Please make a donation on www.bridgecommunities.org/Sleep-Out-Saturday/make-a-
pledge.html.  

 

Bridge Communities is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization whose mission is to provide housing, mentoring and 
supportive services to homeless families in DuPage County.  Bridge Communities’ vision is a community where 
all families have safe, sustainable and affordable housing and life-long self-sufficiency.  In the past 32 years, 
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Bridge Communities has helped more than 850 families cross the bridge from homelessness to hope and self-
sufficiency.  For more information, please visit www.bridgecommunities.org. Photos available upon request. 

http://www.bridgecommunities.org/

