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Bridge Communities Brought the Best Seats in the House at 6th Annual A Chair Affair 

More than $70,000 raised for homeless families at cocktail gala & art auction event  

 

Glen Ellyn, IL—June 27, 2019— On June 13, more than 200 supporters and friends of Bridge Communities 

celebrated art, community and philanthropy at the Sixth Annual A Chair Affair event. Held at the Elements at 

Water Street event space inside the Naperville Riverwalk’s Hotel Indigo, the event featured 17 outstanding 

handcrafted pieces of artwork, ranging from chairs and tables to benches and bars, which were sold via live 

and silent auction that evening. A Chair Affair also featured raffles, an exclusive Kendra Scott jewelry pull, a 

client graduate sharing her inspirational Bridge story and more. 

And, for the first time, Bridge Communities partnered with the Naperville Parks Foundation to 

feature four pieces of artwork made of wood specially harvested from Naperville’s historic Hobson Oak, 

which was carefully taken down in 2016.  Through this partnership, Bridge Communities and Naperville Parks 

Foundation split the proceeds for these four items, resulting in a donation of more than $2,400 for the 

Naperville Parks Foundation.   

 In total, the event raised more than $70,000—the funding equivalent to house six homeless families 

each for an entire year in the Bridge Communities Transitional Housing Program. “We are incredibly thankful 

to our guests, sponsors, volunteers and the Naperville community at large for your support of A Chair Affair,” 

says Bridge Communities Senior Director Amy Van Polen. “Because of you, six homeless families will find a 

safe haven in a Bridge Communities apartment this year and begin recovering from the traumas of 

homelessness. Thank you for being there when they needed you.” 

 Bridge Communities is grateful to our outstanding community sponsors for making this event 

possible: Title Sponsors Ryan Hill Realty-Teresa Ryan CENTURY 21 Affiliated, Elements at Water Street, Chef 

by Request, Water Street District, Marquette Properties, Men in Black Pest Control Services, and M. Brown & 

Associates; Auction Sponsors Bluco Cares Foundation, BMO Harris Bank and Coldwell Banker Charitable 
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Foundation; and Raffle Sponsors Bolingbrook Bank & Trust, Naperville Bank & Trust, One 2 One Computer 

Assistance and Sounds Abound Entertainment. 

Bridge Communities is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization whose mission is to provide housing, 

mentoring and supportive services to homeless families in DuPage County.  Bridge Communities’ vision is a 

community where all families have safe, sustainable and affordable housing and life-long self-sufficiency.  In 

the past 31 years, Bridge Communities has helped more than 850 families cross the bridge from 

homelessness to hope and self-sufficiency.  For more information, please visit www.bridgecommunities.org.  

Caption for attached photo: Stephanie Price and Zachary Mestek pose with their piece, “Friends 

Gather Here Piano Bar,” the winner of the 2019 People’s Choice Award.  

Additional photos available upon request. 
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