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Glen Ellyn, IL—July 19, 2018— This year, summer isn’t over until after Labor Day! The Glen Ellyn Backyard 

BBQ (GEBYBBQ) returns for its 10th year on Saturday, September 8th.  The GEBYBBQ is the largest amateur 

BBQ contest in the state of Illinois, with 60 teams competing in Best Ribs, Best Chicken, Best Dish, and Best 

Sauce.  After you have some delicious BBQ from one of our vendors, walk on over to the competition to vote 

for your favorite BBQ sauce from our competitors and get tips from the home-chef pros.   

 

Plenty of great vendors, including Steamboat BBQ, Skuddlebutts, Cape May Crab Cakes and Taco Factory, will 

be there offering various kinds of BBQ, burgers, hot dogs, crab cakes, ice cream, cold beer and more. There 

will be activities for the entire family, including Piglet Playland with host Mary Macaroni, children’s 

enthusiast, along with t-shirt painting, bounce houses, and delicious treats for the kids. Plus, there will be a 

dunk tank for everyone!  Live music will be playing throughout the event from the following bands: Good 

Things, Summer Son, Run Forrest Run, EP8, Fiona Grey and Ralph Covert & The Bad Examples. Last, but not 

least, there will be a raffle table!  

 

“The GEBYBBQ has become a favorite festival of Glen Ellyn and the surrounding communities,” says Amy Van 

Polen, resource development director at Bridge Communities and a hardworking member of the BBQ 

committee. “It attracts thousands of BBQ enthusiasts from the Chicago-land area for an all-day festival. The 

best part about the BBQ is that all proceeds go to Bridge Communities, a grassroot, nonprofit organization 

committed to ending homelessness for families and their children.” 

 

The BBQ can only exist with the help of volunteers! Therefore, we need over 200 volunteers to help make 

this event possible. There are shifts ranging from 6:00am – 10:30pm. Sign up today! 

 

Mark your calendars now, the GEBYBBQ is open to the public from 12:00pm – 10:00pm on Saturday, 

September 8th and will be located in the Glenwood Ave parking lot on Crescent Blvd. between Main and 



Prospect in Glen Ellyn. If you would like to volunteer, be a judge, sign up for the competition or want more 

information, you can visit www.glenellynbackyardbbq.org, or email us at info@glenellynbackyardbbq.org 

 

Bridge Communities is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization whose mission is to provide housing, mentoring and 

supportive services to homeless families in DuPage County.  Bridge Communities’ vision is a community 

where all families have safe, sustainable and affordable housing and life-long self-sufficiency.  In the past 30 

years, Bridge Communities has helped more than 800 families cross the bridge from homelessness to hope 

and self-sufficiency.  For more information, please visit www.bridgecommunities.org.  

Photos available upon request. 
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