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Glen Ellyn Community Prepares for the Glen Ellyn Backyard BBQ 
 

Glen Ellyn, IL—August 30, 2017—In the week leading up to the 9th Annual Glen Ellyn Backyard BBQ, local 

businesses are getting involved in the excitement! The BBQ’s plush mascot, “Hamlet,” will be visiting retailers 

in downtown Glen Ellyn, offering customers a chance to “Find the Pig and Win Big.”  

 

Upon encountering Hamlet in a retailer, shoppers are invited to post a selfie with the mascot, post it to their 

social media and tag both the business and the Glen Ellyn Backyard BBQ, and in return, they’ll receive a free 

prize and/or coupon from the retailer. 

 

The dates and locations for Hamlet are as follows: 

Tuesday, September 5: The Bookstore, 475 N. Main St 

Wednesday, September 6: M and Em’s, 460 N. Main St 

Thursday, September 7: The Bike Hub, 495 N. Main St 

Friday, September 8: Papier Girl, 413 N. Main St and Glen Ellyn Sweet Shoppe, 550 Crescent Blvd 

 

“One of the reasons that the Glen Ellyn Backyard BBQ is such a great event is that the entire community gets 

involved,” says Chip Miller, Co-Chair of the Glen Ellyn Backyard BBQ Committee. “It’s the true spirit of 

neighbors banding together that comes through and makes the BBQ a success.” 

 

The Glen Ellyn Backyard BBQ (GEBYBBQ) will return for its 9th year on Saturday, September 9.  There will be 

plenty of great vendors offering lots of BBQ, burgers, hot dogs, ice cream and even crab cakes to eat.  The 

event will feature Two Brothers Beer on tap.  The music stage, sponsored by Steamboat BBQ, will include 

some Chicago area favorites: 12 PM - EP8; 1 PM - The Generation Gap Band; 2:30 PM - Lake Effect;  4:45 PM - 

Expo 76 and the Total Pro Horns; and 7:45 PM - Ralph Covert and the Bad Examples.  
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There will be plenty of activities for the entire family, including Piglet Playland, sponsored by Men In Black 

Pest Control, with bounce houses, games and face painting for the kids, plus a dunk tank for everyone!   

 

The GEBYBBQ is the largest amateur BBQ contest in the state of Illinois, with 60 teams competing in Best 

Ribs, Best Chicken, Best Dish, and Best Sauce.  After you have some delicious BBQ from one of our vendors, 

walk on over to the competition and vote on your favorite BBQ sauce from our competitors and get tips from 

the home-chef pros.   

 

The GEBYBBQ will be open to the public from 12 PM – 10 PM on Saturday, September 9, and will be located 

in the Glenwood Ave parking lot on Crescent Blvd. between Main and Prospect in Glen Ellyn. For more 

information, visit www.glenellynbackyardbbq.org, or e-mail us at info@glenellynbackyardbbq.org. 

 

Bridge Communities is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization whose mission is to provide housing, mentoring and 

supportive services to homeless families in DuPage County.  Bridge Communities’ vision is a community 

where all families have safe, sustainable and affordable housing and lifelong self-sufficiency.  In the past 29 

years, Bridge Communities has helped almost 800 families cross the bridge from homelessness to hope and 

self-sufficiency.  For more information, please visit www.bridgecommunities.org.  

 

Photos available upon request. 
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