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Bank of America Partners with Bridge Communities Inc. and The Night Ministry to 
address the critical needs of Chicagoland communities  

  Support comes as part of Bank of America’s Neighborhood Builders® program, which 
empowers high performing nonprofits to address pressing community challenges   

 

CHICAGO – Bank of America has announced Bridge Communities and The Night Ministry as 

2016 Neighborhood Builders. The nonprofits are being recognized for their work in addressing 
the housing, employment and health care needs of those in the Chicagoland area, which in turn, 
supports the sustainable growth of the Chicagoland economy. Through Neighborhood Builders 
(#NeighborhoodBuilders), the bank provides nonprofits with a unique combination of leadership 
development, $200,000 in flexible funding, a network of peer organizations across the U.S. and 
the opportunity to access capital in order to expand their impact in the Chicago area community.     
 
“We recognize the critical role that nonprofits and their leaders play to build pathways to 
economic progress in the Chicagoland community,” said Paul Lambert, Chicago Market 
President, Bank of America. “Through our Neighborhood Builders program, we connect 
outstanding nonprofits, like Bridge Communities and The Night Ministry, to the funding and 
leadership development resources they need to scale their impact and help our community to 
thrive.”  
 
Bridge Communities is an organization devoted to transitioning homeless families to self-
sufficiency by working with community partners to provide mentoring, housing and supportive 
services. Each year, Bridge Communities provides transitional housing to 131 homeless 
DuPage County families. The transitional housing program is focused on creating permanent 
change by providing mentoring, case management, and employment counseling to families in 
need.   
 
Children make up 40 percent of the homeless population in DuPage County, and the Bank of 
America Neighborhood Builder’s grant will allow Bridge Communities to support their Break the 
Cycle of Homelessness Children’s Program. This home visiting program provides 
developmental assessment, case management and school advocacy for each child, after-school 
tutoring, group enrichment activities, and referral to a wide array of services such as behavioral 
and physical health, parenting classes, and recreational activities.  Funds will also be invested 
into the professional development of Bridge Communities administration, including CEO John 
Hayner and emerging leader Will Moeller, Manager of Intake Services, to ensure the 
organization is sustainable for years to come. 
 
The Night Ministry is a Chicago-based organization that works to provide housing, health care 
and human connection to members of the community struggling with poverty or homelessness. 
Through The Night Ministry's Health Outreach Bus, Youth Outreach Van and Youth Housing 
Programs, each year the organization provides services to 5,200 adults, teens, pregnant and 
new moms. Many of The Night Ministry’s programs are low-threshold, which allows for them to 
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serve a greater population of Chicagoland’s homeless, and differs drastically from other service 
agencies in the community.  
 
The Night Ministry will use the funds awarded for both program expansion as well as to further 
the professional development training of members of its management team and employees who 
have supervisory responsibilities. The grant will enable The Night Ministry to launch a formal 
pilot program for their Street Medicine Initiative and mobilize an additional part-time case 
manager on its Health Outreach Bus, helping to provide case management services to 
homeless and precariously housed individuals throughout the community.  
 
Since 2004, through Neighborhood Builders, Bank of America has helped nonprofits create 
greater impact in their communities and better prepare for the future by providing the tools and 
resources they need to develop stronger strategic plans, chart a succession plan, navigate 
through tough economic times, and enhance their funding opportunities.  Since the program’s 
inception, Bank of America has invested more than $180 million in 900 nonprofit organizations 
across the country, providing leadership resources to nearly 2,000 nonprofit leaders, and the 
program has been recognized as the nation’s largest philanthropic investment in nonprofit 
leadership development.  
 
Neighborhood Builders is a signature demonstration of the bank’s work to address issues 
fundamental to economic mobility in order to build thriving communities and illustrates how 
strong cross-sector partnerships and local community leaders can play a meaningful role in 
positioning communities for success.  The awardees are selected by a local market selection 
committee with representation by local community leaders from diverse sectors, including civic, 
business and nonprofit.  
 
About Bank of America Environmental, Social and Governance 
At Bank of America, our focus on Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) factors is 
critical to fulfilling our purpose of helping make people’s financial lives better. Our commitment 
to growing our business responsibly is embedded in every aspect of our company. It is 
demonstrated in the inclusive and supportive workplace we create for our employees, the 
responsible products and services we offer our customers, and the impact we help create 
around the world in helping local economies thrive. An important part of this work is forming 
strong partnerships across sectors - including community and environmental advocate groups, 
as well as non-profits – in order to bring together our collective networks and expertise to 
achieve greater impact.  Learn more at www.bankofamerica.com/about and connect with us on 
Twitter at @BofA_News. 
 
About Bridge Communities 
Bridge Communities is a dynamic, grassroots nonprofit organization whose mission is to 
transition homeless families to self-sufficiency by working with partners to provide mentoring, 
housing and supportive services. Bridge Communities’ vision is a community where all families 
are healthy, financially stable and living in affordable housing. To learn more, please visit 
www.bridgecommunities.org and connect with us on Twitter at @BridgeDuPage and Instagram 
@bridgecommunities. 
 
About The Night Ministry  
For 40 years, The Night Ministry has provided housing, health care, and human connection to 
the poor and homeless in Chicago.  Daily, the organization meets the physical health and social 
needs of adults through its Health Outreach Bus, which takes it services to five targeted 
neighborhoods in Chicago, as well as to shelters and soup kitchens, resulting in substantial 
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financial savings to the public health system.  Nightly, The Night Ministry houses 53 homeless 
youth, ages 14- 24, in one of its four homeless youth housing programs, with the goal of helping 
the youth identify and obtain loner-term, more stable housing.  The organization is also a leader 
in helping to shape national policy that impacts those whom it serves.  The Night Ministry is the 
only provider of youth shelter services in Chicago that serves minor homeless girls who are 
parenting or are pregnant. 
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