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Bridge Communities Receives New Grant from the Allstate Foundation 

Aimed at Building a Better Nonprofit Community 

The Allstate Foundation celebrates 60
th

 anniversary by awarding 

$600,000 in capacity building grants to nonprofits 

 

Glen Ellyn, IL, January 18, 2013 – Nonprofits from around the country recently had the 

unique opportunity to help develop a grant program with the sole focus of making their 

organizations more effective.  Bridge Communities received a grant in the amount of $50,000 for 

digital development to improve and enhance its Transitional Housing Program Information 

System.  Bridge was one of only 14 organizations selected to receive funding from a pool of 85 

applicants from across the nation.  The grant program launched in conjunction with The Allstate 

Foundation’s 60
th

 anniversary at a summit in Chicago that focused on building the capacity of 

nonprofits and a discussion on innovations in the nonprofit community.  

The summit brought together more than 100 nonprofit leaders that provide services in 

The Allstate Foundation focus areas including: financial empowerment for domestic violence 

survivors, teen safe driving and safe and vital communities.  At the summit, experts in social 

media, program measurement, board development, generational and demographic diversity, and 

service innovation were featured.  As a culmination to the event, The Allstate Foundation staff 

asked attendees what resources they needed to build better organizations.  This information was 

then used to develop a new grant program designed to meet those needs. 

“The current economy and scaled-back donations have left the nonprofit community 

searching for creative ways to reach the clients and communities they serve,” said Vicky Dinges, 

http://www.bridgecommunities.org/


vice president of public social responsibility at Allstate.  “Our summit brought together a diverse 

set of leaders from national and local nonprofits to discuss trends in the nonprofit sector and 

develop solutions to many of the social crises facing our nation.  This conversation and 

tremendous need is what spurred The Allstate Foundation to create this $600,000 grant program, 

designed to give these 14 organizations the funds needed to improve delivery of services to 

thousands of Americans.”  

The $50,000 grant for digital development will support enhancements to Bridge 

Communities’ Transitional Housing Program Information System.  The project will significantly 

improve Bridge’s ability to track and report progress with the families it serves, and will be 

undertaken in strong collaboration with the DuPage County Community Development 

Commission.   

John Hayner, Bridge Communities’ Chief Executive Officer, said, “Bridge Communities 

is honored to have been selected as a recipient of this grant.  This is a tremendous opportunity for 

Bridge to use the most up-to-date technology available to better serve our client families.  We’ve 

been presented with a very exciting opportunity, and we will make the most of it.” 

“It’s rare for a corporate foundation to provide funds for ‘overhead costs’ such as 

leadership training, developing social media expertise, or building digital infrastructure” said 

Dinges.  “However, by providing these funds, our partners will be stronger and better advocates 

in their communities and able to supply their clients with more strategic services.” 

Grants from between $20,000 and $60,000 were awarded to 14 organizations across the 

country.  For a complete list of nonprofits that received funding visit 

www.allstatefoundation.org/60th-Anniversary-Special-Grants 

 

About The Allstate Foundation 

Established in 1952, The Allstate Foundation is an independent, charitable organization made 

possible by subsidiaries of The Allstate Corporation (NYSE: ALL). Through partnerships with 

nonprofit organizations across the country, The Allstate Foundation brings the relationships, 

reputation and resources of Allstate to support innovative and lasting solutions that enhance 

people’s well-being and prosperity. With a focus on teen safe driving and building financial 

independence for domestic violence survivors, The Allstate Foundation also promotes safe and 



vital communities; tolerance, inclusion, and diversity; and economic empowerment. For more 

information, visit www.AllstateFoundation.org. 

 

About Bridge Communities 

Bridge Communities, Inc. is a dynamic, grassroots, nonprofit organization committed to 

transforming the lives of homeless families in DuPage County.  Its program of transitional 

housing, mentoring and supportive services empowers the families to increase life skills and 

earning power to promote self-sufficiency, sustain permanent housing, and to break the cycle of 

poverty within the family unit.  What began by co-founders Mark Milligan and Bob Wahlgren 

when they decided, in 1988, to begin to help homeless families, has now become a powerful 

current of change in the lives of hundreds of extremely low to low income at-risk families.  To 

make a donation to support homeless families served by Bridge Communities, or to find out how 

to support Bridge in other ways, please call Mark Milligan at (630) 545-0610, ext.10 or visit 

www.bridgecommunities.org. 
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