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Bridge Communities Announces Changes to its Board of Directors 

Glen Ellyn, IL – October 16, 2012 – Bridge Communities announces that Tim 

MacKenzie has accepted the role of Chairman of the Board for 2012-2013.  Tim serves as 

Managing Director of Merit Capital Partners, a Chicago-based private equity firm and has been 

active as a Program Partner and mentor for Bridge since 2001; Tim joined the Bridge Board in 

2009. 

Longtime donor and volunteer mentor Zed Francis has joined the Board of Directors.  

Prior to retiring in 2007, Zed was Managing Director and Head of Global Portfolio Strategies 

Execution for the Bank of America. 

Bridge Communities bids fond farewell to three of its longtime Board contributors: Bob 

Wahlgren, Nancy Payne, and Laura Allen. 

Bob put his heart and soul into the formation, growth and success of Bridge 

Communities, which he cofounded with Mark Milligan in 1988.  Bob has been and continues to 

be a passionate, creative, dedicated advocate for homeless families ever since.  He served as 

Board President for twenty years and retired in May, 2012 after 23 years of faithful service to 

Bridge. 

Nancy Payne, Professor of Business and Management at the College of DuPage, served 

on Bridge’s Board of Directors for 3 years.  

Laura Allen joined the Bridge Board in February, 2002 and served as President for three 

years of her term, retiring from the Board in September, 2012.  Laura has been a tireless 

http://www.bridgecommunities.org/


advocate for homeless families; Bridge thanks her for all her efforts and is grateful she will 

continue in a leadership role on both the Property and Grounds and Governance Committees. 

Bridge Communities, Inc. is a dynamic, grassroots, nonprofit organization committed to 

transforming the lives of homeless families in DuPage County through partnering with talented, 

resourceful individuals and groups in the community.  Its program of transitional housing, 

mentoring and supportive services empowers the families to increase life skills and earning 

power to promote self-sufficiency, sustain permanent housing, and to break the cycle of poverty 

within the family unit.  What began by co-founders Mark Milligan and Bob Wahlgren when they 

decided, in 1988, to begin to help homeless families, has now become a powerful current of 

change in the lives of hundreds of extremely low to low income at-risk families.  To make a 

donation to support homeless families served by Bridge Communities, or to find out how to 

support Bridge in other ways, please call Mark Milligan at (630) 545-0610, ext.10 or visit 

www.bridgecommunities.org. 
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