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New Shoes for Bridge Communities Kids Provided by Share the Spirit Foundation 

Homeless children in Bridge Communities’ Transitional Housing Program have been chosen by Share the 

Spirit Foundation to receive new shoes on Friday, April 27, 2012 at the Payless Shoe Store at 256 S. Rte. 

59 in Naperville.  Share the Spirit focuses on providing kids with a shopping experience, by allowing 

them to pick out their own shoes, assisted by a volunteer from the organization.  Donors and volunteers 

are invited to see how their money affects the lives of children as they help at these shoe drives and other 

events sponsored by the foundation. 

 

Share the Spirit Foundation was formed in 2003 by sisters-in-law Karen Voepel, who lives in Colorado 

and Tonya Voepel, who lives in Illinois.  They both wanted to create an organization that would give back 

with a sense of immediacy to those in need of a helping hand.  Their motto is: “helping to share the 

burden of providing for those in need,” with the simple idea being, with everyone sharing just a small 

portion, the burden seems a little bit lighter. 

 

Over a year ago, Karen and Tonya met Lynn and Mike Zak of Naperville, and they discussed the idea of 

Share the Spirit holding a shoe drive in the Aurora area.  With the assistance and personal contacts 

provided by Lynn and Mike, schools and other organizations, including Bridge Communities, were 

selected for the shoe drive. 

 

So far, 24 children from Bridge Communities have signed up to participate in Share the Spirit’s shoe 

shopping event on April 27.  For more information about Share the Spirit Foundation, or to purchase 

tickets to the event, visit www.sharethespirit.info. 
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Bridge Communities, Inc. is a dynamic, grassroots, nonprofit organization committed to transforming the 

lives of homeless families in DuPage County through partnering with talented, resourceful individuals 

and groups in the community.  Its program of transitional housing, mentoring and supportive services 

empowers the families to increase life skills and earning power to promote self-sufficiency, sustain 

permanent housing, and to break the cycle of poverty within the family unit.  What began by co-founders 

Mark Milligan and Bob Wahlgren when they decided, in 1988, to begin to help homeless families, has 

now become a powerful current of change in the lives of hundreds of extremely low to low income at-risk 

families.  To make a donation to support homeless families served by Bridge Communities, or to find out 

how to support Bridge in other ways, please call Mark Milligan at (630) 545-0610, ext.10 or visit 

www.bridgecommunities.org. 
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