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Bridge Communities Provides 70,000 Housing Nights to Homeless Families 
Bridge Communities releases its 2008 Annual Report

During the year ending December 31, 2008, Bridge Communities, provided 70,322 housing nights to homeless families living in DuPage County.  Housing nights are defined as housing provided per person, per night to formerly homeless individuals now enrolled in Bridge Communities’ Transitional Housing program. Bridge Communities is the largest service provider for homeless families in DuPage County.  
Bridge Communities, however, provides so much more to homeless families than just a roof over their heads.  During the two-year Bridge program for families transitioning from homelessness to self sufficiency, a family will also receive life-skills mentoring through its supporting Program Partner, budgeting skills, career coaching and counseling, and tutoring for children who are behind grade level in their academic studies.  Donated automobiles are often provided to families who need transportation to work and school.

In Bridge Communities’ 2008 Annual Report, Bridge reported a 17% increase in the number of calls received from persons experiencing a housing crisis.  Bridge recorded 1131 calls in 2008 compared to 970 calls the previous year.  “The new face of homeless is a family with children,” says Joyce Hothan, executive director.  “We work, primarily, with single moms who are struggling to get back on their feet and provide for their children.” 
Bridge Communities served 109 families in 2008 (14% increase [96 families]) in our Transitional Housing program.  Additionally, 13 families were served through our shared-equity homeownership program.  Hothan states, “It is important for us to develop a successful exit plan for our families.  We want to see them maintain permanent housing and employment.  Our goal is to create a system that succeeds in long-term self sufficiency.” 
Exit surveys show that Bridge Communities’ families consistently reach their goal of self sufficiency.  Surveys from former clients show that in 2008, 100% of families who graduated one-year earlier were still in stable housing.  In addition, 92% were able to maintain stable employment and 63% had not increased their level of debt.  
“When Bob Wahlgren and Mark Milligan founded Bridge in 1988, the idea to provide housing and intensive life-skills mentoring to homeless families was met with a degree of skepticism.  Many doubted that two businessmen could change how the community responded to and served homeless families,” Laura Allen, board chair shares.  “But their visionary model, joining each homeless family with a volunteer mentor and professional case manager, has changed the lives of thousands.  Bridge has grown and expanded its services during the past two decades, but our commitment to creating change in the lives of homeless families has never wavered.”
Bridge Communities has grown to include 14 apartment buildings scattered throughout DuPage County.  Its annual budget of more than $2.9 million is raised through multiple funding sources that ensure a positive balance sheet each year.  Through partnerships with 44 faith-based and community action groups, Bridge raises nearly 25% of its budget.  Partnerships with thousands of individuals, corporations and public foundations, Bridge secures an additional 36% of its budget. “In an era of decreasing government funding, we are thankful that we don’t rely on government funding to support our operating budget.  Many years ago we made the decision to concentrate on fundraising with our friends in the community.  We are fortunate to receive donations from more than 2,000 donors who believe in our mission.” says Hothan.  Bridge reports only 6% of its operating budget is from government funding.   
To request a copy of Bridge Communities’ 2008 Annual Report or learn more about their work, please visit our web site at www.bridgecommunities.org or call Amy Van Polen at 630-545-0610, ext. 12.
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Bridge Communities.. connecting homeless families with a better future … is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, with offices in Glen Ellyn, whose mission is to provide transitional housing to homeless families in DuPage County through partnerships with faith-based and community organizations who provide mentoring relationships which root homeless families into local neighborhoods.  In the past 20 years, Bridge Communities has helped over 2000 people cross the bridge from homelessness to permanent housing.  The Bridge Communities web site is www.bridgecommunities.org.
