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Glen Ellyn Backyard BBQ Returns for 6th Year 

Beer, bags, barbecue and more: the Glen Ellyn Backyard BBQ comes back to the village’s Glenwood 

Avenue lot for its sixth year on Saturday, September 13. From 11 AM-9 PM, locals from Glen Ellyn and the 

surrounding area will enjoy this free event, which includes the concerts, barbecue competition, kids’ activities 

and other special events. Attendees are encouraged to bring their own chairs, relax, and enjoy the day.  All 

proceeds from the event benefit the homeless families served by Bridge Communities. More information can 

be found at www.glenellynbackyardbbq.com.  

This year’s BBQ competition features 62 registered teams, including both amateur and seasoned 

pros.  Competition categories are Best Ribs, Best Dish, and a People’s Choice Award to the competitor with 

the crowd’s favorite BBQ sauce.   

In addition to the food in the competition, there will also be several vendors selling barbecue and 

grilled food: Cape May Crabcakes, Husky Hog BBQ, Real Urban BBQ, Smokin’ Will’s, Skuttlebutts; and a 

dessert truck, Gia Via Sweets. There will also be several tents selling beer, wine, soft drinks and water. 

The Glen Ellyn Backyard BBQ also welcomes back the Bags Tournament.  In its fourth year, the Bags 

Tournament welcomes two-person teams for a double elimination format competition. The Tournament 

begins at 12:45, and ends with the final four at approximately 4:30 p.m.  Winners will be announced on the 

main stage along with the BBQ competition winners.  The entry donation is $30 per team, and registration 



will close after 32 entries are received.  To enter the bags competitions, participants must submit a form and 

a fee; applications for the contests and more information can be found at www.glenellynbackyardbbq.com.  

The musical lineup this year features Chainsaw Dupont from 11 AM-12:30 PM; Buzz Kilman from 1-3 

PM; Mud Morganfield from 4-6 PM; and The Steepwater Band from 7-9 PM.  

This year, in anticipation of the event, the Glen Ellyn Backyard BBQ’s stuffed mascot, “Hamlet,” will 

be making appearances at Glen Ellyn retailers from September 2-12. Bridge Communities and Glen Ellyn 

Backyard BBQ will post updates to their Twitter and Facebook pages to give clues as to Hamlet’s location, and 

locals are encouraged to post pictures to these pages of themselves posed with Hamlet in order to enter a 

raffle. Entrants may post picture entries for each of the seven locations Hamlet will visit. The winner of the 

raffle will be called at the Glen Ellyn Backyard BBQ (winner need not be present to win).  

The Glen Ellyn Backyard BBQ is an unofficial community gathering run by neighborhood volunteers 

and is not affiliated with any organization other than its sponsors and not-for-profit beneficiary, Bridge 

Communities.  Entrants and guests participate at their own risk. Questions? E-mail gebybbq@gmail.com. 

Bridge Communities, Inc. is a dynamic, grassroots, nonprofit organization whose mission is to 

transition homeless families to self-sufficiency by working with partners to provide mentoring, housing and 

supportive services. Our vision is a community where all families are healthy, financially stable and living in 

affordable housing.  For more information, please visit www.BridgeCommunities.org or contact Lisa Doyle at 

(630) 545-0610, ext. 30 or lisa.doyle@bridgecommunities.org.  

Photos available upon request. 
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