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Bridge Communities Earns Gold Hermes Creative Award for Annual Report 

 Bridge Communities earned a Gold Award from the international Hermes Creative 

Awards competition for its 2011 Annual Report.  The annual report was released in Spring 2012 

to inform donors of Bridge’s accomplishments throughout the previous year.  The annual report 

was entitled “Family and Friends” and depicted a scrapbook that shared reflections on various 

aspects of the program.   

The publication earned this high acclaim for its creativity, visual appeal and clarity in 

reporting. 

“What a thrill to be recognized internationally for the work we’re doing in DuPage 

County,” said John Hayner, Bridge Communities’ Chief Executive Officer.  “We received an 

incredible volume of compliments on this piece, and earning a Gold Hermes Creative Award 

reaffirms what our supporters had already told us.  I’m excited to see our work elevated to this 

level.” 

“Family and Friends: Bridge Communities 2011 Annual Report” was designed by Lloyd 

Lemna Design in Glen Ellyn and can be viewed at 

http://www.bridgecommunities.org/uploads/cms/documents/bridgeannualreport_2011_final.pdf.  

Print copies are available on a limited basis upon request. 

 Hermes Creative Awards is an international competition for creative professionals 

involved in the concept, writing and design of traditional materials and programs, and emerging 

technologies.  Hermes Creative Awards is administered and judged by the Association of 

http://www.bridgecommunities.org/
mailto:Heather.Wachter@bridgecommunities.org
http://www.bridgecommunities.org/uploads/cms/documents/bridgeannualreport_2011_final.pdf


Marketing and Communication Professionals, an international organization consisting of several 

thousand marketing, communication, advertising, public relations, media production, web and 

free-lance professionals.  The Association oversees awards and recognition programs, provides 

judges and sets standards for excellence.  The competition has grown to one of the largest of its 

kind in the world.  A look at the winners shows a range in size from individual communicators to 

media conglomerates and Fortune 500 companies.  The competition is so well thought of in the 

industry that national public relations organizations, local ad clubs, and local business 

communicator chapters are entrants. 

Bridge Communities, Inc. is a dynamic, grassroots, nonprofit organization committed to 

transforming the lives of homeless families in DuPage County through partnering with talented, 

resourceful individuals and groups in the community.  Its program of transitional housing, 

mentoring and supportive services empowers the families to increase life skills and earning 

power to promote self-sufficiency, sustain permanent housing, and to break the cycle of poverty 

within the family unit.  What began by co-founders Mark Milligan and Bob Wahlgren when they 

decided, in 1988, to begin to help homeless families, has now become a powerful current of 

change in the lives of hundreds of extremely low to low income at-risk families.  To make a 

donation to support homeless families served by Bridge Communities, or to find out how to 

support Bridge in other ways, please call Amy Van Polen at (630) 545-0610, ext.12 or visit 

www.bridgecommunities.org. 
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